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The Collect
the GFWC women’s prayer
By Mary Stewart

Keep us, oh God, from 
pettiness; Let us be 
done with fault finding 
and leave off self-
seeking. May we put 
away all pretense and 
meet each other face to 
face, without self-pity 
and without prejudice. 
May we never be hasty 
in judgment and 

always generous. Let 
us take time for all 
things, make us grow 
calm, serene, gentle. 
Teach us to put into 
action our better 
impulses, 
straightforward and 
unafraid. Grant that we 
may realize it is the 
little things that create 

differences, that in the 
big things of life we are 
as one.  And may we 
strive to touch and to 
know the great 
common human heart 
of us all. And oh, Lord 
God, let us forget not 
to be kind.
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!e President’s Per#ective
One of the great rewards for being a 
State President is the District Tour, 
meeting our wonderful, interesting 
club women. You can drive thru the 
lovely countryside enjoying the 
architecture of barns, churches, 
homes of all types, even those 
buildings in disrepair have a beauty. 
We have stunning prairies and rolling 
hills to appreciate and it’s a very 
calming driving experience yet 
invigorating.  It is always astonishing 
to hear what we have accomplished in 
the past year, Club by Club.  You 
have made a real meaningful 
difference in the lives of your 
communities.  Did you know that 
each District is very different, having 
its own personality, you always know 
that the District Convention you are 
attending is your favorite.  Come to 
your next District Convention and 
met the women from around your 
area. I promise you will have a lot to 
talk about because conventions are 
never a quiet affair.   In addition, IFC 
showed our generosity by 
contributing at the District 
Conventions to help ease the pain of 
our clubwomen in Texas and Florida. 
Hurricane Harvey, Irma and Maria 
struck battering states and territories, 
our donation will help in the recovery 
efforts.  The total collection amount 
will be available in our next 
Clubwoman.  

August brought attendance at the 
GFWC Executive Board of Directors 
meeting in Quincy, MA. Besides all 
the official knowledge passed on we 
were offered an opportunity to visit 
the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum.  How 
interesting it is to see memories from 
the first Presidency I followed at 12 
thru adult eyes. Adjacent to the JFK 
site is the EMK Institute where 

clubwomen became Senators for a 
Day, debated and passed legislation in 
a full-size replica of the Senate. It was 
an awesome experience to be an 
Indiana Senator.

In September, I was in Chicago at the 
Great Lakes Conference, meeting 

with GFWC President, Shelia Shea, 
and our speaker for April 2018 Mary 
Ellen Brock, the President-elect of 
GFWC. IFC was well represented by 
18 members.  Much to our surprise 
Shelia and Mary Ellen paraded in 
clothing recycled from decorative 
plastic bags issuing GFWC’s Project 
Runway Conservation Challenge. 
They ask each state to exhibit their 
creativity at the International 
Convention in 2018.  Details will be 
available soon along with the official 
rules and entry form of which your 
Club President will receive details 
when they become available.  We can 
exhibit our wares at the IFC 
Convention in April and vote for our 
official entry from the state. I am not 
a great seamstress but maybe I can 

glue or duct tape something; we will 
have to wait and read the rules. Who 
will make the final Runway cut? 
Which clubs will accept the 
challenge?

At Great Lakes we also had chances 
to attend workshops on Protocol, 
Parliamentary Procedure, and 
Leadership transitions while hearing 
reports from our committee chairmen 
or representatives.  Of course, the 
most interesting was Dana Jones on 
Membership and Tric Heepe on 
Fundraising. Another fascinating 
person, Judy Tyler, from GFWC/IFC 
Chesterton Woman’s Club, was 
presented the IFC “Jennie.”  
Congrats, Judy! Yes, Indiana was 
BOLD and very much in evidence at 
Great Lakes Regional Conference.

Remember, it is time for Indiana to be 
quiet no longer so brag about your 
club, send in your reports of your 
activities. Even one report from your 
club is acceptable, they are due to 
Barbara Reardon. Her email is MOM 
667 @comcast.net and must post by 
February 1, 2018. Barbara will be 
sending out the rules shortly to Club 
Presidents and State Chairmen.  We 
welcome any questions. 

Don’t forget Riley Bags especially at 
those after Christmas sales. 

Holidays always remind me to be 
thankful. We all have so much. I am 
very thankful that I found IFC and my 
own Progress Club because, it was 
just by chance that, someone ask me 
to attend a meeting and it has been a 
wonderful journey.  Don’t forget to 
invite me to a Club meeting, I will 
certainly try to attend.  Have a Happy 
and Blessed Holiday season.

Yours in Federation, Betsey 
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We Set Sail in Illinois at the
Great Lakes Regional Conference

Great Lakes 
Conference pre-
opened Thursday 
night with a 
Mystery thriller 
where you were 
accused of all 
kinds of 
shipboard 

shenanigans. We acted out our part according to a script 
handed to us as we entered the “boat.” The script included 
a murder, renewal of marriage vows, affairs, and crooked 
officers featured among the participants. It was a surprising 
and fun evening, much like a very updated Love Boat saga.

Illinois carried their Set Sail theme throughout the 
weekend with Friday’s service project to St. Jude’s Island 
of Hope located on site, members addressed and wrote 
over 400 “Happy Birthday” wishes for volunteers and 
sponsors of the Chicago St. Jude Fitness Program. Many 
workshops on leadership transition, protocol, conflict 
resolution, and parliamentary procedure were featured. Of 
course, we heard from our GLR representatives serving on 
the committees of our GFWC programs and projects and 
importantly the fundraising and membership reports by 

Tric Heepe and Dana 
Jones. 

GFWC President Shea 
issued a Conservation 
‘challenge’ to design an outfit using reusable tote bags; 
and encouraged all to get to know someone they had 
not known before this conference or at any other 
meeting.

Remarks were also heard from GFWC President-elect 
Mary Ellen Brock and GFWC Second Vice-president Deb 
Strahanoski. President Betsey Nielsen described how 
Indiana is Going Bold!

Twizzler’s Twist and Purse auctions were among some of 
the fundraising opportunities, but we should be most proud 
that in addition the 169 attendees at the conference raised 
$2,035.00 for Hurricane Relief. 

The end featured Indiana’s invitation to GLR 2018 at the 
Blue Chip Casino, Resort & Spa taking place October 4 
thru 7, 2018 with all the Indiana members participating in 
the fun. It was an entertaining, informative weekend. 
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Central District 
Convention
The ladies of the Central District 
kicked off the District Convention 
season on August 19th. We were glad 
to have representatives from all three 
district clubs in attendance. It doesn’t 
seem like an accomplishment, but this 
didn’t happen last year! We met at the 
MCL Cafeteria in Lafayette with the 
GFWC Edgewood Club members 
serving as hostesses. 

The ladies enjoyed hearing from 
President Betsey Nielsen and 
President-elect Tam Lubelski share 
about this past year and what is 
coming in the year ahead including 
the GFWC Indiana State Convention 
and the GFWC Great Lakes Region 
meeting. 

The members were asked to bring in 
supplies for the bags for Riley that 
will be our State Project in April of 
2018. Central District President Dana 
Jones is storing the items until then. 
The Walgreens bags were also 
distributed to clubs to fill and bring to 
Convention.

The members discussed the Art 
Scholarship and came up with a 
couple of ideas on how to rejuvenate 
the Central District’s participation 
since the longtime chair, Carolyn, 
retired from her labors of 
coordinating it. 

We enjoyed a lunch of choice at 
MCL and the fellowship of the 
attending clubwomen. 

North East District Convention 
Discusses Elder Abuse

Goodwill was the site of the 20th Annual North East District meeting as 
we gathered to hear from our state officers and our special speaker in 
South Bend.  What learning experiences the day proved. Our new format 
is also a success. To allow our working members to attend we do lunch at 
the same time as our speakers talk accomplishing a majority of our 
meetings in less than two hours, although we are striving for an hour 
when possible. 

Since October is National 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
month, our District President 
Nancy Caenepeel invited Loretta 
Baird to speak. Baird is an 
advocate specifically for victims 
of abuse in later life.  She is part 
of our local Family Justice 
Center, a federally funded local 
partnership of over 20 agencies 
dedicated to helping victims of 
domestic violence in St. Joseph 
County.   We learned that abuse 
in later life may include domestic 
violence but there are different 
implications for those over 50. 
They may have less access to 
support or financial assistance, 

increased 
need for medical care and face different 
familial or societal challenges.  This is a new 
program in Indiana and St. Joe County is 
serving as the pioneer project. Interest and 
funding from grant money is due to some of 
the very scary statistics. One in ten older 
adults living in their homes experience abuse 
each year and almost 60% of perpetrators are 
a family member or spouse. What an eye-
opening stat.

Our GFWC/IFC State President, Betsey 
Nielsen gave us a rundown of what BOLD 
INDIANA accomplished in 2017 and what to 
look for in 2018. It was exciting to hear the activities all of IFC managed 
to squeeze into our very busy lives and the work yet to be done. Tam 
Lubelski, President-elect told us of the current planning for the Great 
Lakes Convention to be held in Indiana this year. GLR will be at the Blue 
Chip Casino, Resort and Spa October 4 thru 7, 2018. 

We ended the Convention by passing the hat for victims of hurricane 
devastations, a reminder of how fortunate we are in Indiana. 
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What do a group of vivacious and 
interesting women do on a Saturday 
morning in September? They meet in 
French Lick, Indiana home of the 
South West District Tour for 2017. 
The town was all abuzz and we 
thought it was for IFC but we did 
have a little competition from Joan 
Jett performing the previous night. It 
is beautiful small town, and the 
weather was in the 90’s. The West 
Baden Research Club hosted the 
event with handmade potpourri favors 
and table decorations of daisy mums 

which were later 
presented to the IFC 
officers.  

Club Presidents Jan 
Dixon and Evelyn Adams 
reported on their 
activities during the year 

and recounted their passion 
for the chosen programs.  Awards 
were passed out by District President 
Carolyn Cunningham.  State Awards 
were also given to West Baden 
Research and GFWC/IFC Lincoln 
Club of Santa Claus by IFC President 
Betsey Nielsen.  Clubwoman Evelyn 
Adams who Chairs the International 
Outreach Program received a Copy of 
our International GFWC Award. 
Adams pointed out while she wrote 
the article it was the Clubwomen of 
Indiana who earned the award at the 
International Convention.  We moved 

on to the photo and handiwork 
awards, the officers selected the 
winners but noted how very difficult 
it was to choose.  Everyone was 
especially fond of the photo of the 
cockscomb from Elizabeth 
Lockridge’s garden and a depiction of 
a fairy garden built in a bird bath. 

The entire time a Country Store was 
opened and items could be procured 
for a song and any unsold items were 
auctioned. Proceeds from the Country 
Store are being donated to Riley 
Hospital Bag program. That wasn’t all 
the generosity exhibited by the South 
West District Clubwoman they also 
passed the hat and collected $109.00 
for Hurricane Relief Victims. The 
South West District really showed 
how to versatile clubwoman are in 
their volunteer efforts.

Type to enter text

Southwest District 
Convention NewsPumpkins are 

Versatile and so are 
Club Members

REPORTING---REPORTING---REPORTING
The Life Blood of  Our GFWC Organization
Reports will be due on February 1, 2018 for all of your club accomplishments through 2017.  No one likes to do reports 
but they are the power behind the organization.  Reports measure the accomplishments made in communities across 
America every year and show the strength of the organization.   It is the GFWC’s strength and life blood.  It gives us 
power to negotiate as women who wish to make a difference in their communities, state, country and even the world. 

It is time for Indiana to be quiet no longer so brag about your club, send in your reports of your activities. Send to 
Barbara Reardon. Her email is MOM 667 @comcast.net and must post by February 1, 2018. Barbara will be sending out 
the rules shortly to Club Presidents and State Chairmen.  We welcome any questions.
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The North West District 
Convention 

ALWAYS STAY HUMBLE & KIND
Fairchild house, a lovely 1920’s home hosted the October 7, GFWC 
IFC North West District Convention.  The home was a perfect 
setting with lovely coved trim that highlighted the Posters depicting 
the activities of the Clubs throughout the past year.  Smiling faces on 
the photos’ recounted the successful fund-raising efforts and a 
multitude of projects from bunco to art shows. The posters were in 
lieu of speeches but the Presidents of each club or their 
representative still reported with great pride all that the District had 
accomplished. 

A break for lunch allowed us to enjoy a wonderful brunch prepared 
by the Kankakee Valley Club who hosted the event for the District 
Convention.  

IFC President Betsey Nielsen informed us that the North West 
District had reported 334 projects 19,332 volunteer hours, donated 
$42,846.69 with in kind donations of $39,831.40 for 2016.

 A very generous district passed the basket to help hurricane victims 
as well. 

Elections for next year were held, Beverly Zmigrocki will step up to 
become President with Sandra Cortelloni becoming Vice President, 
Secretary will be a new member of the board JoAnne Swart and the 
Treasurer will be Cindy Watson. With such a grand slate the North 
West District will remain strong.

Northwest District
GFWC/IFC ESO 
Regional Readers 

The ESO Regional Readers had Linda Perez speak 
in October on Domestic Violence and of course they 
gave a check to help fund St. Jude House, a shelter 
in northwest Indiana.  Linda was also a featured 
speaker at the April 2017 IFC Convention.  

The club also voted to donate $110.00 to save the 
lives of Dyer, IN Police by visiting the Go Fund Me 
Page. 

 If clubs go to: gofundme.com/e9842-protect-our-
protectorsyou can donate to the National Fund, ESO 
Regional Readers President, Lucy Devine advises.  
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Club Activities Highlighted the Day

South East District 
Convention

The GFWC Wednesday Research Club hosted a beautiful 
Convention at the Hilton Garden Inn at Edinburgh 
October 21.  Clubs reported on their activities during the 
past year, highlighting some of their activities like the 
stain glass necklaces that were made for the Genesis 
Shelter by the GFWC Fayette County ESO Club, the 
great conservation projects by the GFWC Wednesday 
Research Club or GFWC Eggleston’s work with the 
foster children’s programs.

The room rocked with entertainment 
after lunch, provided by the Eric 
Jarboe and The Scattertuck Band 
playing not just rhythm guitars, but 
washboards and dulcimers were also 
featured.  

The band had everyone laughing over an impressive nine 
inch “Nun” marionette dancing on sticks accompanying 
all the other instruments. The band held a musical 
education seminar as well, recounting how some of the 

guitars and dulcimers played were made by the performing artists, along 
with origins and sounds of some of the more unusual instruments. We 
learned about the shapes and wood types and how they effected sounds of 
the string instruments produced. 

Elegance and education were certainly present along with IFC graciousness 
in South East Indiana that stunning fall day!

CL
UB

W
OM

AN
/IN

DI
AN

A 
W

IN
TE

R 
20

17
/2

01
8

7



8

Happy Volunteering 
Past President’s enjoy some time together. 

The Chili Bowl in Valparaiso was chosen for the Fall/Winter Meeting of the Big Ten Club made up of past 
presidents living in the Northwest District.  They meet twice a year to celebrate the GFWC and to renew the 
friendships they have made through the years. President Lucy Devine officiated the meeting which was honored to 
have State President, Betsey Nielsen in attendance. Big Ten                         welcomes three new members for 2018. 
They are: Nancy Teller,                                    Elaine Black,                           and Marianne McCombs.  If you are a 
past president in NWI                                     consider joining                        us in the spring.  

NWI Big Ten NWI Big Ten 

ESO Joyce Wargo Reading Club 
workshop news By Tanya Bland

DESIGNERS, RIPPERS & STITCHERS: PILLOW CASE DRESSES WORKSHOP

September found members of the 
ESO Joyce Wargo Reading Club 
gathering their fabrics, rick-rack & 
laces, colorful threads, scissors & 3 
portable sewing machines to 
participate in a special 3 hours work 
shop held at their meeting room (at 
Regional Federal Credit Union, 
Valparaiso) to sew pillow case 
dresses for school children in Haiti. 

The workshop was very 
productive--several members did 
"fashion designing" while 
several did "expert ripping" & 
several did the "masterful 
stitching"! The Designers, 
Rippers & Stitchers” put their 
collective creations together, 
completing 16 colorful & fun 
dresses for the school children in 

Haiti. The dresses will be delivered 
to the children by a local dentist/staff 
during their annual pilgrimage to 
Haiti.

Our ESO Club was recently 
recognized by the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
International Outreach Community 
Service Program as one of the Top 
Ten Projects for 2017 
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The GFWC Kankakee Valley 
Women’s Club has been busy this 
year!!  The projects began with 
making Valentine bookmarks for the 
residents at our local nursing home.

Members met for 7 hours on a cold 
day to warm our hearts working on 
Angels Wrapped in Love dresses—
for infants lost too soon.  

March brought our fourth annual 
Soup and Salad Luncheon held at 
our local Historical home, the 
Fairchild House.  In late April the 

Club made its our first attempt at a 
Bingo fundraiser. It was fun and 
successful!

 Of course the Geranium Sale held 
on Mothers’ Day weekend is always 
a big event for KVWC. This year 
the Club saw its biggest profit in 
over forty years of the sale.

KVWC participates in the Back to 
School Fair each August, handing 
out pens to over 300 middle and 
high school students. 

This year’s Bunco event served up 
five varieties of chili for the ladies 
attending. Another favorite of many 
members is the Hymn Sing and 
Bingo held at the nursing home 
every year.

 NOTHING TOPS the favorite list 
like the Christmas Miracle Trees 
where approximately $15,000 worth 
of gifts are donated by local citizens 
hoping to put a smile on a child’s 
face at Christmas. Yes, KVWC had 
been busy…and loving every 
minute!!

ONE GREAT PROJECT AFTER 
ANOTHER KEEPS THE LADIES OF 
KVWC PRODUCTIVE VOLUNTEERS. 

SPRING GERANIUM SALE BINGO SPELLS FUN LET’S EAT AND CELEBRATE

GFWC KANKAKEE VALLEY WOMEN’S CLUB

KVWC has been busy this year!
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To........ 
GFWC 
cooks 
and 
bakers. 
It’s time 
to deck 
the halls, 
trim the 
tree, and 
make 
delicious 
Christmas 
breads, cookies, cakes, pies, 
and every lavish dessert 
imaginable. Here is a festive 
Christmas Pie to top off your 
meal that is sure to please your 
guest. Merry Christmas!

What I Did This Summer ... 
In Palm Springs by Tric Heepe
In 1990 when I first heard a club member 
speak about attending International 
Convention, I wondered why?  What 
could you possibly do or learn?  
Obviously, I have learned the error of my 
ways and what I am about to share with 
you is one of the MANY reasons to 
attend Convention.

As I was going through the registration 
forms for The 2017 GFWC International 
Convention in California, I was so 
excited to see that we were again having 
a Partnership Luncheon and Partnership 
Workshops.  At the luncheon, I would 
hear from all partners and would only 
have to narrow the list to two when it 
came to the workshops.  As I anticipated, 
the luncheon presentations were 
marvelous.  Each partner said a few 
words then a video played.  The videos 
were short, sweet, and to the point.    I 
like to think that I am pretty well-versed 
on our partners and their missions, but I 
learned something from almost all of 
them.

Now, for the GREAT NEWS!   All of 
these videos are available from GFWC!  
You can go to GFWC’s U-Tube channel 
and see all of them!  Need a program?  
Want a visual to kick off a project?  Take 
your laptop to the meeting, log on and let  
it run.  You will be so impressed and your 
members will be delighted.

I then attended two workshops.  I will 
address them individually.

UNITED NATIONS FOUNDATION 
SHOT@LIFE CAMPAIGN was first.  
This fast-paced forty-five minute 
workshop explained the SHOT@LIFE 
CAMPAIGN, with which all Indiana 
members should already be familiar.  We 
have sold Shots of chocolate for SHOTS 
at both State Conventions and Region 
Conferences.  The presenter gave a 
wealth of information about how to be an 
advocate for the program, filled with 
many data.  How so little money makes 
such a huge difference.  At the end of the 

program, we were declared a Shot@Life 
Champion.  We were presented with t-
shirts and were sent email links to their 
website where we can download 
materials that will prepare us to 
advocate!

OPERATION SMILE was next.  I have 
been a great advocate for this program 
since 1998.  My club is very active in 
collecting supplies for smile bags and 
making no-no bandages and bags.  I read 
all the emails I receive from Operation 
Smile, so I was not sure what else I could 
learn, but I attended.  The presenter of 
course showed pictures of the befores 
and afters and brought us to tears; but, it 
was not just forty-five minutes of Why, 
but more How.  She reminded us that 
GFWC’s Campaign for Children’s Smiles 
is almost over.  In the past, GFWC has 
sponsored an entire mission with every 
administration.  We have not done that 
for some time.  We ARE doing it again 
and we are near our goal.  If your club is 
thinking of making a cash contribution, 
please do it now.  Send your donation to 
GFWC earmarked for Operation Smile.  I 
have sent money directly to Operation 
Smile, and as long as I designated it as 
from a GFWC member, they have 
credited GFWC.

Most medical supplies are donated by the 
manufacturers.  The doctors and nurses 
and other staff are volunteers-paying 
their own expenses.   However, the 
mission itself and shipping supplies 
ahead to the sites are extremely 
expensive.  Therefore, if you want to 
know what is needed most, the order of 
priorities is:

1. Money, 2. Hospital Gowns, 3. 
Blankets and quilts, 4. Smile 
bags, then 5. Supplies. 

I have the patterns for the gowns, 
blankets, bags, and no-no bandages and 
am glad to share, or you can go to their 
website operationsmile.org   
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Heavenly 
Christmas Pie

I can red cherries
1 can crushed pineapple
1 box Black Cherry gelatin, dry
1 1/2 cups sugar
3 heaping Tbsp. Flour
2 Tbsp. red food coloring
3 bananas, mashed
3/4 cup pecans, chopped

Cook the cherries, pineapple, 
sugar, flour and food coloring 
until thick. Pour the dry gelatin 
in and stir until mixed 
thoroughly and let cool down 
but not set. Once cool, add the 
bananas and pecans; pour into 
two baked pie shells. Chill until 
the pies are set. Serve topped 
with whipped cream. Makes 
two pies.
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This is not the usual Baldacci thriller but rather a 
lighthearted bit of Christmas fluff 
filled with memorable characters and 
train lore. Tom Langdon, who in a 
previous life was a war zone and 
daring overseas journalist has 
returned to the States, and currently  
is writing “How To’s” and similar 
genre’s for magazines.

After an airport confrontation Tom is 
banned from flying for several years 
and remembers a promise to his 
father, to finish a book on cross 
country train travel that his ancestor 

Samuel Clemens was going to write, at least 

according to family lore.  Since Tom must meet his 
girlfriend and Hollywood star for a Christmas ski 
holiday on the opposite coast he remembers the 
promise and hops aboard the Capitol Limited and 
then the Southwest Chief trains.

The journey includes a cast of characters to remind 
you of all the eccentric relatives and friends you 
encounter, especially at Christmas, who are travelers 
and employees on the train. A few small mysteries 
dot the pages, not to mention Tom’s encounter with 
the love of his life and fellow journalist along with 
his current romantic entanglement.  

It’s a quick, charming holiday read.

ESO Corner Book Review
The Christmas Train by David Baldacci

The time is early summer and the 
Zionsville Woman’s Club President 
and the Program Chairman are 
busily preparing the “Theme” for the 
Club’s coming year.  The Zionsville, 
IN Woman’s Club is unique because 
it has been a Study Club since it was 
organized in 1926.  

The Club’s Constitution states: one 
of the “objectives of this club shall 
be to become more intelligent 
women by study and free 
discussion.”  

The President of the Club decides 
the Theme for the year.  There are no 
restrictions attached to the Theme, as 
long as it provides worthwhile study.  
The Theme is kept secret until the 
first Meeting/Luncheon in 
September. 

After the Theme is selected, the 
President works closely with the 

Program Chairman and the Program 
Committee to use the idea of the 
Theme in the presentations given at 
each meeting.  Even table 
centerpieces on the Luncheons can 
be designed to carry out the theme 
for the year.

Jan Stacy has been a Woman’s Club 
member since 1991.  She has 
enjoyed many of the Themes that the 
Presidents have selected, such as; 
Queens of Comedies, Chicken Soup 
for the Soul, Timeless Treasures, Be 
Our Guest—the study of famous 
Chefs, Movies, Music and Art, to 
name a few.  

When Stacy was President, she 
chose “Reflecting on the Past, But 
Looking to the Future,” as her 
Theme.  The subjects were “all 
women who made a mark on the 
Zionsville Community and stepped 

'out of the box’ years ago to leave a 
legacy,” Stacy explained. 

Members volunteered to study the 
women who were chosen and then 
they shared what they had learned in 
a presentation in front of the rest of 
the Club at the different meetings.  
The members who volunteer to do 
the presentations can be as creative 
as they want: dressing the part of 
their subject, inviting a guest that 
would enhance the discussion or 
using visual aids.  

The Zionsville Woman’s Club 
provides a fun, social outlet, and 
learning experience, much like it did 
in 1926.

By Barb Wright, former President 
(2014-2015) and current member of 
Zionsville Woman’s Club 

Zionsville Woman’s Club
Unique Study Club Picks One Theme and Studies it for the Year
By Barbara Wright 

Club	 News
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Club	 News

GFWC Highland Woman's Club 
had an eventful October meeting.  
Returning member JoEllen Mihalov, 
stitched a Quilt of Valor to be 
presented on our Guest Night during 
our October meeting.
 
The quilt was presented to Army 
Veteran Gail Galich of Highland. 
Gail served from 1980 to 1988, and 
is an active volunteer within the 
Veteran community.  It was a 
privilege to hear Gail's stories and to 
meet her guests from the Patriot 
Guard Riders.

Quilt of Valor Presentation
GFWC/IFC         

Lincoln Club of 
Southern Indiana

Our club has several outreach 
programs. At every meeting we 
collect money and/or food and give      
it to either Jasper’s Food Pantry in 
Perry County or the North Spencer 
Community Action Center. 

Some of our programs involve 
recycling.  Members save plastic lids 
and bottle caps. We helped a Boy 
Scout troop with their collection and 
they were able to have a bench made 
which they gave to the Cancer Center 
at Jasper Memorial Hospital in Jasper, 
Indiana.  

Another recycling project solves the 
problem of what to do with all those 
pesky grocery bags.  One of our 
members is involved with a group  
that is using them to crochet mats for 
homeless people.  Members are 
saving their bags for her. 

At our December meeting we bring 
toys, games, personal care items and 
other things suitable for Christmas 
gifts and donate them to the North 
Spencer Community Action Center.   
We also act as Santa’s Elves, helping 
answer children’s letters to Santa.  
The letters come from all over the 
world. 

We save pop tops for Riley Hospital, 
dimes for March of Dimes and 
Lincoln pennies for the Friends of 
Lincoln Pioneer Village at Rockport, 
Indiana.

We would like to wish a                
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year     
from our club to yours.
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MJW

MJWC volunteered to serve up hot dogs 
at the Munster Fire Department Open 
House and they set up a table for kids to 
decorate bags for Meals on Wheels 

GFWC Lowell Woman’s Club 
by Vicki Bush
This October 19, 2017, our Club was delighted to have as 
guest Speaker, Vickie Rainwater, from Mental health 
America of Lake County. Vickie’s topic was Healthy 
Families.  As Advocates for Children, we were happy to 
be enlightened about the programs they offer. 
 

Several of the programs that the State and County are 
offering are as follows:
    Parents as Teachers.....Empowering Teens as Parents
    Baby and Me Tobacco Free
These programs have many rewards such as free diapers 
for up to a year for nonsmokers during pregnancy. Also in 
house education for parents and grandparents that are 
caring for grandchildren.  

Our members found the evening very informative and felt 
Vickie Rainwater did a wonderful job. We were pleased 
we could make a donation to the cause. 

Chesterton Women's Club 
Celebrates "Patriot's Day”
CWC held it fall luncheon at the Spa Events Center on 
Patriot Day, September 11, 2017.  A Patriot is a person 
who loves, supports and defends his country.  Members 
and guests were encouraged to wear Red, White and 
Blue. Of course, we started the ceremony off with the 
Pledge of Allegiance, installed Vicki Brock as 
Secretary, and initiated a new member, Rose Ann 
Yagelski. 
Our program was "String-a-long Stars and Stripes" 
by Amy Mariani and Flo Schneider who are a part of 
the Quilts of Valor Foundation.  The group make 
"healing" quilts for returning veterans. Patriotic quilts 
were presented to Marval Bennett and Amelia Lara, 
local female veterans. It was a very informative 
program as well as ‘tear jerking’ one.
CWC got back to business at their first meeting of the 
year on October 2. The program presented was by a 
local Chiropractor who offered  important information 
as to how to keep our bodies healthy and 
moving. Members present participated in exercises for 
our age group.  
The club also kicked off their "Terri Lynn Nut Sale" 
fundraising program.
Louise Roberts and Judy Tyler attended the Great Lakes 
Region Conference where Judy was presented as the 
Jenny winner of Indiana.  Judy thanks all who 
supported her for this honor and a special thanks to 
Betsey Nielsen who gave a very supportive summary of 
Judy's accomplishments.
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International Outreach by Evelyn Adams-Int’l Outreach Chairman for Indiana

It is Happening in Every State   
in the Union! 

UNICEF is focusing on the issue of 
Human Trafficking.  Here are some 
facts about this tragic problem. 

Human trafficking is highly complex, 
affecting millions of children, 
women, and men worldwide.  Given 
its secretive nature, people in your 
community may not be aware how 
widespread trafficking is and they 
may have a limited understanding of 
the abuse, violence, and exploitation 
that victims experience. 

Human Trafficking has many forms: 
sex trafficking, child begging, child 
labor, child soldiers, child marriage, 
domestic servitude, etc.  It has been 
reported in all 50 states. Children 
make up 26% of victims. The four 
states with the highest rates of 
trafficking are New York, Florida, 
Texas, and California. In U.S. 50% of 
sex trafficking victims are boys. 
Some of the industries in the US 
where people are trafficked are: 
restaurants, hotels, massage parlors, 
escort services. 

Here is some 
information about 
Human 
Trafficking in 
Indiana.  This 
information 
comes from a 
report by Bill 
McCleery, 
Director of Communications, Office 
of Indiana Attorney General.  This 
report was prepared over 18 months 
by individuals & organizations who 
contribute to the work of the Indiana 
Protection for Abused and Trafficked 
Humans. (IPATH).

In 2006 one IPATH provider helped 
174 trafficked youth of which 94% 
were girls. Of the 174, 60% were 
Caucasian, 30% were 15 or younger 
and more than 10% were 12-14, 
some were as young as 7. 

After Caucasian, the most trafficked 
group was African-American, then 
Hispanic, biracial and Asian.  

The National Human Trafficking 
Resource Center has a national 
hotline, available 24/7. In 2015 they 
had 243 calls from Indiana and it was 
determined that 53 were likely 
Human Trafficking calls.  All such 
calls are referred to IPATH member 
law enforcement and victim services. 

IPATH and UNICEF are working to 
prevent human trafficking.  UNICEF 
has a program based on a movie, 
“Not MY Life.” Contact UNICED at 
212-922-2640 for more information. 
Also the July/August Clubwoman 
Magazine has an article about 
Human Trafficking. Image result for 
human trafficking 1920 × 1080 - 
freeportnewsnetwork.com 

GFWC Leadership Education and Development Seminar (LEADS)
Exciting News, IFC is looking for a LEADS candidate for the 2018 International Convention.  You will meet women 
from every state and some International affiliates. Participation in LEADS can help you gain the capabilities, 
confidence, and skills to guide you on your leadership journey for your club and personal life. It is a full day of 
activities, and includes breakfast and lunch.  

The LEADS program is held annually the day before the official opening of the GFWC Annual Convention. St Louis is 
the site of the 2018 International Convention, a car ride away from Indiana on June 22, 2018.  GFWC will help defray 
some of the expenses by giving a stipend of $250.00 for travel, a lodging allowance of half of the double room rate for 
two nights at the Convention hotel, breakfast and lunch during the LEADS program. GFWC will be distribute checks 
to candidates upon attendance and completion of the seminar. Our state federation will also contribute $250.00 to 
defray expenses.  This is a huge opportunity since the Convention is so close, so sign up today to be part of LEADS by 
filling in the application form with your Club President and obtain a letter of your Club’s endorsement. Experience the 
many facets of GFWC/IFC by submitting your paperwork by February 1, 2018, to Betsey Nielsen, IFC President.
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Officers 2016-2018

President: Betsey Nielsen   
1411 Starlite Trail Dr.
Osceola, IN 46561  (574) 651-8250  
betseynielsen@aol.com

President Elect: Tammy Lubelski
52526 Farmingdale Dr.
Granger, IN 46530  (574) 247-1151  
lubelskiern@att.net

Vice President: Barbara Reardon 
9511 Calumet Street
Dyer, IN 46311  (773) 339-9795 
MOM667@comcast.net 

Secretary: Brenda Underwood
127 W. 12th Street
Connersville, IN 47331
(765)698-7487
underwood.brenda47@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Kay Spurgeon
1617 Ironwood SW
DeMotte, IN 46310 (219) 987-2879
kayspurgeon2015@comcast.net

Parliamentary Advisor: Lucy Devine
1826 Robin Drive
Munster, IN 46321 (219) 972-0883
robins-red.lad@sbcglobal.net

Pres. Advisor: Alice Duke 
12060 Sugar Creek Road
Noblesville, IN 46060 (317) 647-8086
cloydalice@msn.com

Pres. Advisor: Dana Jones
6585 Settlement Drive S
Indianapolia, IN 46250  (219)201-4555  
danajones64@yahoo.com

Edit and Layout: Kay Bennett 
404 W. Hilltop Ct.
Lowell, IN 46356 (219)696-7890   
kayb616@yahoo.com

Printer:
QGraphics,Inc
Delphi, IN 

BECOMING a LEADS GRADUATE 
BY BRENDA UNDERWOOD

Becoming a LEADS graduate has been a goal of mine for several years.  
This year I was chosen LEADS candidate at the 127th GFWC Indiana 
Federation of Clubs Annual Convention in April.  Sandy Cortelloni, 
2009 LEADS graduate introduced the 2017 LEADS candidate at 
Convention and guess what! She called “my name.”  I was excited! I 
really wanted to make a good impression at the LEADS program. After 
all, I would be representing GFWC Indiana Federation of Clubs.

June 23 in Palm Springs, California, I attended the 2017 LEADS 
program with high expectations, I wanted to soak up all information I 
was given like “a sponge soaks up water”.

We were welcomed by International President Shelia Shea. Then we 
were given information on “Why Volunteer,” “Being a Positive Leader,” 
“Developing Leaders,” and “Body Language.”  Did you know crossing 
your arms across your chest might be perceived as defensive or 
disagreement? We were given presentations on Parliamentary 
Procedure, Preparing and Giving a Presentation, Women’s History and 
Resource Center and Creative Ways to Get New Members.  We were 
also given tips on Protocol (we were given a GFWC Protocol 
Handbook), Conflict, Reporting, and Stress. 

I was so impressed with GFWC International Past President 
(1982-1984) Juanita M. Bryant. She and her daughter, Deb Bryant gave 
a presentation on “What has GFWC Accomplished?”  We also had a 
presentation on Legislation.  

By this time, I was overloaded with facts, procedures, and tips. Then 
GFWC International President Shelia Shea and committee was back to 
conduct a Graduation Ceremony. She gave everyone their Certificate of 
Completion for successfully completing the 2017 Leadership Education 
and Development Seminar and the LEADS Pin which symbolizes the 
Wings of  Leadership on the GFWC Shield Over Golden Opportunities 
encircled by the Red Ring of Leadership.

I had become a “LEADS graduate”. I now have a better understanding 
of this organization, the “Do’s and Don’ts” of Protocol, and what makes 
a good leader.  As a bonus, I get to meet many GFWC members from all 
over the United States and some other countries.  You also have a lot of 
fun! 

In my opinion, LEADS is a very worthwhile program to attend if you 
have the opportunity.
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IFC ANNUAL CONVENTION 2018
April 13 and 14
HILTON GARDEN INN 
INDIANAPOLIS NORTHEAST/FISHERS
9785 North by Northeast Blvd. 
Fishers, Indiana

ROOM RATES: $139.00 a night. You can make a reservation by calling 
317-577-5900 using Group Code: “GFWC” or by using link “http://
hiltongardeninn.hilton.com/en/gi/groups/personalized/I/INDFHGI-
GFWC20180413/index.jhtml?WT.mc_ id=POG 

GUEST SPEAKER

Mary Ellen Brock
GFWC President-elect 

ATTENTION: Room reservations should be made by March 14               
to secure our rates. Please call ASAP.

The Call and registration will appear in the spring Clubwoman and online at gfwcindiana.org 

CLUBWOMANINDIANA
Kay Bennett
404 W. Hilltop Court
Lowell, IN 46356

Non-Profit Org.
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